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UM LAW STUDENT RECEIVES PRESTIGIOUS NATIONAL AWARD
MISSOULA—
University of Montana law student Valerie Grubich has been selected to receive the
2007 Distinguished Bankruptcy Student Award for the Ninth Circuit from the American
College of Bankruptcy.
The awards are presented annually to the top law students in the First, Second, Third,
Fourth, Ninth and Eleventh circuits. Grubich is the first Montana student to receive the award
for the Ninth Circuit, which includes Alaska, Arizona, California, Hawaii, Idaho, Montana,
Nevada, Oregon and Washington.
She was nominated for the award by the Hon. Ralph Kirscher, chief judge of the U.S.
Bankruptcy Court for the District of Montana. She will travel to Washington, D.C., this month
to represent the Ninth Circuit at an awards reception to be held during the annual meeting of
the American College of Bankruptcy.
Grubich, who will receive a juris doctorate degree from UM’ School of Law this year,
said the number of bankruptcy practitioners in Western Montana has diminished because of
changes created by the Bankruptcy Abuse Prevention and Consumer Protection Act of 2005.
“The reduction of accomplished bankruptcy attorneys has caused great concern in
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Montana’s already small legal community,” she said, “and fewer students are interested in
bankruptcy law because of increased personal liability and difficulty maintaining a lucrative
career post BAPCPA.”
Grubich feels this lack of representation will result in many deserving Montana citizens
not getting their opportunity for a fresh start.
“Currently, more than one-third of Montanans in need of legal help cannot afford it at
any price,” she said. “Although these people qualify for free legal aid, the system is
overwhelmed and underfunded and can serve only a small percentage.”
Bankruptcy cases are generally not served through the legal aid system, Grubich said.
And many hard-working Montanans who have incomes too high to qualify for free legal aid
cannot afford attorneys when dealing with bankruptcy issues.
Bankruptcy is the unfortunate reality for some people despite their best efforts, Grubich
said.
“At such a critical and frightening time in their lives, people faced with bankruptcy are
in desperate need of caring and competent representation,” she said. “As bankruptcy
professionals, we owe them that.”
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